President’s letter
In 2013, The Georgia Perinatal Association celebrated thirty-six years of promoting education and legislative advocacy with the goal of improving perinatal health and infant outcomes in Georgia. Through programs of education, influence on public policy issues and collaboration with other organizations, the GPA remains committed to this goal in a state which continues to be challenged by poor maternal and infant health outcomes.
Through these larger collaborative efforts, we can all work together to resolve the myriad of issues that plague the health of Georgia mothers and babies. However, it is the individuals in the membership of GPA that allow this organization to continue to be a voice for improved maternal and infant care in our beautiful state. We need each and every one of our members for our collective voice to be heard. 
Over the next several months, the GPA Board of Directors will be devoting our efforts on strengthening the association through improved member services. We recognize that it is only through the strength of the individual members that we can unite to achieve results. We welcome your thoughts and ideas as we move through this process. We want to know what brought you here, what keeps you here and what we can do as an association to better meet your needs as members.  One of our first jobs is to build a membership email database to improve communication between the Association and its members. Right now, we do not have everyone’s emails and would like to encourage everyone to contact us with that information. 
As the president of GPA, I would like to extend an opportunity for members to share your talents, expertise and individual moments of victory with all of the Association. I want to know what YOU are doing to make a difference in maternal-infant health. I encourage you to send me your stories, your moments of joy, the times when you knew what you were doing was really making a difference. In turn, I will strive to share those encouraging stories, those moments of brilliance with other GPA members.  We are all in this together!
Our annual fall meeting will soon be here. The planning committee has worked diligently to provide an excellent educational program with plenty of opportunity to learn, network and spend some time on the beach as well! I look forward to seeing you on Saint Simons Island in September.  Thank you for your continued contribution and support of the GPA. Together we can do great  things and have some fun too!
Best regards,
Diane 
Diane Youmans RN, MSN, C-NIC, C-NPT
GPA President 

